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1. What is the author’s main purpose of this article?

2. In the writer's opinion, how did Washington save the nation from many costly wars?

DOCUMENT # 2:

Directions: Study the caption and chart below and then answer the questions that follow.

[image: image1.jpg]An article in the Wall Street Journal reported that 75 historians ranked George
Washington first among America’s presidents. This raises the question, what
exactly makes Washington so great?

Washington was born in 1732 on a Virginia plantation. At the tender age of 16,
he helped survey lands to the west. His success at this first job was clear
evidence that he had a bright future. As a young military officer, Washington
fought in the French and Indian War. In one battle, four bullets ripped through
his coat, and two horses were shot out from under him. Obviously,
Washington was a courageous and skillful soldier.

Without Washington’s leadership, America would have lost the Revolutionary
War. He managed to organize a ragtag force of inexperienced soldiers to
defeat the British. Washington’s victory at Yorktown in 1781 marked the end
of the war and the beginning of his political career.

In 1789, Washington took the oath as president. Washington was clearly the
only man who could unite the country. He sent troops to crush the dangerous
Whiskey Rebellion in 1794. And he charted a neutral course in American
foreign policy that served the country well for a long time. His wisdom saved
the nation from many costly wars and insured its future success. Surely,
Washington is America’s greatest president.
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3. How much money did the United States lose in exports in the first year after the Embargo Act was passed? 

4. Describe the effect the Embargo Act had on American trade? 

DOCUMENT # 3:

Directions: Study the quote and answer the questions that follow.
	“British cruisers (ships) have been in the practice of violating the rights and the peace of our coasts…Our commerce has been plundered (taken) in every sea, the great staples of our country have been cut off from our legitimate markets and a destructive blow aimed at our agricultural and maritime interest and now we behold…on the side of Great Britain a state of war against the United States.”

President James Madison sends a war message to Congress June 1, 1812.


5. After reading the message, do you believe Pres. Madison was for going to war with Britain or against? 

6. List two complaints the President is making in this quote? 

DOCUMENT #4: War of 1812

The War of 1812 was a war between the United States and Britain, fought in Canada and the US. The following political cartoon depicts the American perspective of the enemy side: the British and their Native allies. 

[image: image3.png]Brivesu and lheer WORTHY ALLIES

Scalpsand the
“ king our master
will rewardyou_

Urise Colarmbio ons and frrward profs, By bravery tuwd Ueyl in @ dresdfol Fright,
Yewr Cuanlrys. wrongs coll louly for redrefi Shrink Cack for Rifuge Lo the Wists in FUghL.
3 silh Kis Scatping hnifc Thear Bilisk lendlere Uhon will queckly shake

ok lo lake yeicr life Aus_for these wrongsshall restitulin make





7. There are 5 people shown in this cartoon, what or who do they each represent?
8. If this is an American cartoon during the War of 1812, what is the message to the American people?
DOCUMENT # 5

Directions: Study the quote and cartoon below and answer the questions that follow.

	President Monroe Enforces The Monroe Doctrine - 1823
President James Monroe boldly proclaimed The Western Hemisphere 

Closed to European colonization.

If Europe observed this, The U.S. would not intervene in Europe’s affairs.



	“…the American continents, by the free and independent condition which they have assumed and maintain, …henceforth not to be considered as subjects for future colonization by any European powers…”

President Monroe’s message to Congress, December 2, 1823


9. Who does the man in the black suit represent? _ 

10. According to the quote, what are the European powers prohibited to do in the American continents? 
11. Why would the United States want to keep European Nations out of North and South America? 

DOCUMENT #6: Monroe Doctrine
[image: image4.jpg]In the early 1800s, many of Spain's American colonies had fought for and won their independence. For
countries like our neighbor Mexico, these were difficult years. Then, in 1823, other European powers -
Austria, Russia, Prussia, and France - were threatening to help Spain re-conquer its American colonies.
In response, United States:President James Monroe announced anew policy in his seventh annual
message to Congress on December 2, 1823.

....as a principle in which the rights and interests of the United States are involved, that the American
continents, by the free and independent condition which they have assumed and maintain, are henceforth
not to be considered as subjects for future colonization by any European powers...

In the wars of the European powers in matters relating to themselves we have never taken any part, nor
does it [agree) with our policy to do so. It is only when our rights are invaded or seriously menaced that
we resent injuries or make preparation for our defense The political system of the allied powers is
essentially different in this respect from that of America We ...therefore ...declare that we should consider
any attempt on their part to extend their system to any portion of this hemisphere as dangerous to our
peace and safety. With the existing colonies or dependencies of any European power we have not
interfered or shall not interfere.... '

Our policy in regard to Europe...remains the same, which is, not to interfere in the internal concerns of
any of its powers....

It is impossible that the allied powers should extend their political system to any portion of either
continent without endangering our peace and happiness; nor can anyone believe that our southern
brethren, if left to themselves, would adopt it of their own [will]. It is equally impossible, therefore, that
we should behold such [interference] in any form with indifference....





12. What does President Monroe say about American involvement in European affairs?

13. What does the Doctrine say about European colonization in the Americas?

The United States was very angry with Britain and France for interfering with trade. In 1807, President Jefferson convinced Congress to pass the Embargo Act. This law stated that Americans could not trade with other countries. Jefferson thought the embargo would hurt France and Britain by cutting off their supplies. However, it also hurt Americans by reducing trade. (See graph). The law was replaced by the Nonintercourse Act. It allowed Americans to trade with all nations except France and Britain.
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